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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF COMMITTEE L ON 

CO-OPERATION WITH LATIN-AMERICAN 

UNIVERSITIES 

This preliminary report is presented in the form recently sub- 
mitted to the members of the committee, by the chairman. 

Gentlemen: I desire to submit to you a preliminary report on 
the replies received to the circular-letter which was sent out a short 
time ago to fifty-nine universities of the United States and to 
twenty of the universities of Latin America. This letter, as you 
will recall, embodied three proposals, to wit: 

1. Establishment of Exchange Professorships. 

2. Establishment of Fellowships. 

3. Scientific co-operation between the universities of the United 
States and those of Central and South America. 

Replies from Universities op the United States 

Up to the present time (September 25) replies have been received 
from thirty-eight American universities and from four universities 
of Latin America. 

The war has introduced an element of such uncertainty into 
university finances that it is evident we cannot expect the cordial 
response which, I am certain, would have been received in normal 
times. Although all the replies have shown a deep interest and a 
real desire to establish co-operation along the lines indicated in 
our letter, the situation is such as to make university authorities 
reluctant to assume any additional obligations. An analysis of 
these replies shows the following results with reference to the three 
points mentioned: 

1. Exchange Professorships: While it is manifestly impossible 
for institutions to make definite commitments until they know who 
the exchange professor will be, there are seven institutions that have 
signified their intention to co-operate if conditions are favorable. 
The other replies indicate that for the coming year, at any rate, no 
appropriation for such purpose can be expected. 

An assistantship and docentship, however, have been established 
by: 

a. University of Illinois, Exchange Assistantship with Chile. 

b. University of Indiana, Docentship open to all Latin-Ameri- 
can states. 
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2. Fellowships and Scholarships: While most of the replies 
indicate that owing to the effect of the war on university finances, 
it will not be possible to offer fellowships for the coming year, co- 
operation looking toward this end has been assured by: 

a. Leland Stanford, Jr., University states that scholarships 
are now being offered to Latin-American students. 

b. Clark University will offer one free tuition scholarship in 
each of the departments of the University to Latin-American 
students who have the required preparation. 

c. A number of institutions state that they will be glad to con- 
sider students from Latin America for the regularly estab- 
lished scholarships and fellowships, although the appointments 
will be made upon merit only. 

3. Scientific Co-operation: On this point deep interest was 
expressed in every reply received. In most cases, the President of 
the institution will undertake an inquiry amongst the members of 
the Faculty to ascertain the specific subjects which will lend them- 
selves to international scientific co-operation. 

Replies from Latin-American Universities 

Sufficient time has not elapsed to receive replies from all the in- 
stitutions of Latin America, but up to the present time four replies 
have been received — National University of Chile, University of 
Buenos Aires, University of Tucuman and the University of 
Honduras. 

National University of Chile: 

The proposals were considered by the Rector and Academic 
Council, with the following results: 

1. Exchange Professorships: The Council is deeply impressed 
with the desirability of such an exchange, and expresses some 
doubt as to the feasibility of the plan, because of the language 
difficulty. 

2. Fellowships: The Council expresses itself most enthusias- 
tically with reference to the establishment of Fellowships and 
Scholarships, and states that an effort will be made to have the 
National Congress of Chile insert an appropriation in the 
national budget for this purpose. 
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3. Scientific Co-operation: On this point a strong desire is 
expressed to establish such co-operation, and inquiries will be 
made without delay amongst the members of the University 
faculties. 

University of Buenos Aires: 

The President states that the Council of the University is in 
accord with any measures tending to encourage the development 
and diffusion of scientific knowledge, but owing to the effect of 
the war on the financial situation, it is impossible to authorize the 
expenditure of funds necessary to establish an exchange profes- 
sorship or fellowships. The Council, however, will be glad to 
consider any plan which will help to bring about a realization of 
the proposals submitted by Committee L. 

University of Tucuman: 

The President states that the plans proposed will be submitted 
to the University Council, and reply sent as soon as possible. 

University of Honduras: 

In the reply received from the Rector, he states that he will take 
up the matter with the University authorities at the earliest possible 
moment. 

It will be seen by the members of the Committee that the results 
accomplished from our first inquiry are somewhat scant, but this 
is to be ascribed to no lack of interest in the plan proposed but to 
the extraordinary situation which has arisen by reason of the entry 
of the United States into the war. While the work undertaken by 
the Committee should be continued, it is likely that the larger 
results must be postponed until the close of the war. 

I hope very much that you will send to me any comments or sug- 
gestions that you may have to make with reference to the work 
undertaken by our Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 

L. S. Rowe, 
Chairman. 



